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Questions About Your Philanthropic Intent 
Initial Source: Nathan Hand

1. What’s the largest impact you’ve had on the world philanthropically speaking?

2. What’s been your best giving experience so far?

3. What’s been your worst?

4. What person(s) has/have had the most influence on you and your life in regards to charity & philanthropy?

5. How do you and your spouse/family make your philanthropic decisions?

6. What are your top 3 philanthropic interests and why?
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7. Has that changed over time, or stayed basically the same?

8. Do you prefer to give a little to many different organizations or concentrate your giving to only a few?

9. How long do you usually stick with an organization or issue?

10. How do you define success?

11. What has led you to your success thus far?

12. Do you have a desire to help others succeed as well? If so, how would you see creating those same
opportunities?

13. The world needs “Band-Aids” AND “solutions” to social problems. Which do you prefer to invest in and why?

14. How do you plan on teaching your children about philanthropy?
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15. Are you hoping they (your kids) have the same community values or different ones?

16. If you could volunteer full time – what would you do?

17. If you had $1M to give away – and you couldn’t give it to your children, friends or consume it – where would you
give it? For what causes?

Notes: 
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